ITALY
The national situation
An observation of the phenomenon as a whole, shows that in the school-year 2010/2011 in Italy there
were 710.263 students with non Italian citizenship. In comparison to the previous school-year there was
an increase of 5,4%, corresponding to 36.463 units. A comparison with the previous years (fig.1) shows
a progressive increase, but tends to level off to more contained levels. This trend is observed in all
school types and grades.

http://www.istruzione.it/alfresco/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/8b6c31e1-1678-4f1e-ba63222d3d6fb071/alunni_stranieri_nel_sistema_scolastico_italiano_as_2010_11.pdf

Fig. 1
The distribution is not uniform all over the national territory. An analysis of the phenomenon of the
presence of foreign people in educational institutions across the different regions and across different
school grades shows that the greatest number of students with non Italian citizenship is located in the
north-central regions of Italy.
In particular, the region with greatest presence of non Italian students is Lombardia, with 173.028
people, representing one forth of the foreign students in Italy. Lombardia is followed by Veneto, EmiliaRomagna and Piedmont, with percentages reaching respectively 11,9%, 11,6% and 9,6%. The regions
with the least presence of foreign students are Molise (1.343), followed by Valle d’Aosta (1.459) and
Basilicata.

Fig 2 Non-Italian pupils in pre-school children (2010-2011)

Fig 3 Non-Italian pupils in primary school (2010-2011)

Fig 4 Non-Italian pupils in Secondary school (2010-2011)

Fig 5 - Non-Italian pupils in High school (2010-2011)

The most highly represented foreign nationality is Romanian (126.300 pupils, corresponding to 17,8% of
foreign students), followed by the Albanian (99.102 pupils, corresponding to 13,9%), Moroccan (92.347,
13,0%), Chinese (32.671, almost 5%), Moldovan and Indian (25.500 in both cases, around 3,2%)

table 2 the population of foreign students is classified by nationality and type of school.(2010-2011)

Fig.6 – Pupils with non Italian citizenship for the main countries of origin, for geographic area
(percentages)_school-year 2010-2011 (MIUR)

table 2 the population of foreign students is classified by nationality and type of school.(2010-2011)

The situation in Piedmont region
As of 2008, the Italian national institute of statistics (ISTAT) estimated that 310,543 foreign-born
immigrants (from Romania, Morocco, Albania, Peru, China and Moldova) lived in Piedmont, equal
to 7.0% of the total regional population.
In Piedmont non-Italian students are 9,6% of the total of students (Italian + foreign) in schools of all
levels. (see table 3)

Table 3

For what concerns the foreign nationalities present in Piedmont region, the Moroccan is the most
highly represented (15,6% of foreign students), followed by the Romanian (15,4%), Albanian
(9,9%), Moldovan (8,9%), Chinese (6,9%) and Tunisian (6,2%). (see table 4)

Table 4

Table 5
Piedmont municipalities with the greatest presence of students with non Italian citizenship, for the
main countries of origin (percentages) school-year 2010/2011 (see table 5)

The situation in Turin (city +province )
The non-Italian students are 10.38% of the total number of students (Italian + foreign) in schools
of all levels. Table 6shows numbers and the percentages of non-Italian pupils in school-year 2010
to 2011 (Turin city and Turin Province).

School level
pre-school children
primary school
Secondary school
High school (diurnal)
Total

Number of
pupils
7085
11739
7276
7809
33909

Percentage
12%
11,8%
11,9%
9,1%
11,1%
Table 6 –

Non-Italian students of all school levels (Turin and Province 2010 – 2011)
In the Province of Turin the Romanian community is the largest one. (25,6%)

